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òWhere the Buffaloes Roamó 

USD 226 District Office 

409 School Addition, PO Box 400 

620-873-2081 

Meade High School 

409 School Addition 

620-873-2981 

Meade Elementary School/Jr High 

310 East Grant 

620-873-2671 

Meade Community Learning Center 

147 North Fowler 

620-873-2169 

Mr . Johnson,  being  an  avid  OU fan,  has  reluctantly  agreed 

to  wear  OSU orange  all  day  at  school  if  the  Scholastic  Book  

sale totals  $2750  or  more .  The book  fair  will  last  3 days  

this  year .   

The annual  Christmas  Scholastic  Book  

Fair  will  be in  the  grade  school  

library  on:   Dec. 7th  12 :00-5:00   and  

Dec. 8th  and  9th  8:00 -5:00 .  

All  proceeds  will  be used  for  AR books  in  

our  library .  Please help  us  humiliate  Mr . 

Johnson  as he wears  OSU orange .   

Meade  Jr. Hi was  represented  at  the  Southwest  District  Honor  Choir  on  
November  5th . Students  singing  in the  choir  were  (pictured  above,  left  to  right)   
Bethany  Ellis, Cooper  Elliott, Riley Saucedo,  Rebecca  Finster, and  Marina  
Reimer .  They performed  with  about  200 students  from  the  southwest  corner  of  
the  state . Many  family  members  were  in attendance  and  the  students  
represented  Meade  very  well . 
  
On  December  3rd, Meade  High School  will send  4 singers to  participate  in the  
Southwest  District  Honor  Choir .  (Pictured  below,  left  to  right)  Ben Thompson,  
Rainna  Reimer,  Holly Harshberger , and  Aaron  Gleason  will sing in a  200-voice  
choir  of  students  from  the  Southwest  corner  of  our  state .  These students  made  
the  cut  from  a  live audition  to  get  the  chance  to  perform .  The concert  is at  
Dodge  City  High School  Auditorium  and  is open  and  free  to  the  public .  The 
concert  starts at  3:00 P.M. and  will also feature  the  Southwest  Honor  Band . 

Buff Singers represent USD 226 

at District Honor Choir  

Jr. High Basketball Change  

The game on December 15 @ 5:00 PM is at Meade 
NOT in Forgan as listed on the purple calendar. 

CA$H for a Brighter Future 
 
Interfaith Housing Services, a nonprofit organizationwith 20 years of 
service in Kansas, is pleased to announce that the Creating Assets 
$avings and Hope (CA$H) Program will be available in Meade County 
beginning in 2012. This highly successful savings incentive program is 
changing lives for qualifying Kansans, and we are excited about bringing 
it to your area.  
 
Qualifying households receive $2 for every $1 they save toward the 
purchase of a first home, repairs to an existing home, college or 
vocational school tuition, or for the capitalization of a small business. 
They also receive valuable information and helpful tools for better 
financial management through the Finding and $aving Cash financial 
education course as well as individualized budget and credit counseling. 
 
There are no fees associated with participation in the CA$H Program or 
financial education activities.  Your only investment is your time and the 
money you deposit into your own savings account.  
 
An Informational Meeting for anyone interested in enrolling in this 
program is scheduled for 7:00 PM on Monday, January 23, 2012 at the 
Meade City Library Community Room.  We hope to see many of you 
there.  

Book Fair comes to MES/MJH  



 

Superintendentôs Memo 
by 

Kenneth Harshberger, Superintendent 
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Counselorõs 

Corner 
Jenna Johnson  

MES/MJH School Counselor  

620.873.2671  

Cherie Schnelle  

MHS School Counselor  

620.873.2981  

 

Kids rely on their families for love, guidance, and a sense of 

belonging.  Without these things, itôs hard to do well in school or in 

life.  Activities like the following will show your child he/she has family 

support: 

 

ÅEat meals together.  Extend your time together by preparing and cleaning 

up as a family too.  Turn off the television during meals so conversations 

can take place! 

 

ÅTake trips.  Go to a concert, local museum or sports event.  Ask your 

children, ñWhat would you like to do?ò 

 

ÅPlay together.  Choose games that everyone can enjoy, such as 

charades, board games or 20 questions.  Let your children pick what to 

play. 

 

ÅPlan family nights.  Decide together what to do, or take turns 

choosing.  You might order pizza, bake cookies or see a 

movie.  Sometimes invite another family to join you.  

 

ÅDo something silly.  Some of the best family memories are the funniest 

ones.  You might make breakfast for dinner, or dress in the craziest outfits 

you can find. 

 

ÅRelax.  Some parents find that right after school is a great time to spend 

with children.  The kids are ready to plop down and talk about their 

day.  Talk about family news, goals, concerns, and successes.  

 
**Article from https://sites.google.com/site/otsegoelementarycounseling/find-time-for-family 

 

While Ȱ&ÉÎÄÉÎÇ Time for &ÁÍÉÌÙȱ is something we should all be striving for 
throughout  the year, it is during the holidays that it comes to the forefront .   
 
Hug your child ɀ and spend some quality time with them!  The small ways 
that we provide love, guidance, and a sense of belonging help them to be 
successful in their educational journey (as well as throughout  their lives)! 
 

Jenna Johnson 

MES/MJH Counselor 

MJH Computer Instructor 

Decemberôs Quote: 
ñDonôt worry that children never listen to you;  

worry that they are always watching you.ò 

~~ Robert Fulghum 

Several years ago I wrote an article about counting our blessings. Below is that 
article which has been updated to reflect additional things which I give thanks 
for. 
 
If anyone knows me very well, they know I love the holidays Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. I especially love the music played on the radio the month before 
Christmas. My kids even get annoyed with me sometimes, because I will break 
out in a Christmas song while shopping in a store or at school. For some reason, 
they think this is embarrassing to them. LΩƳ not trying to embarrass them; I just 
simply love all types of Christmas music. It is also during this time of the year that 
I like to pause and think about the many blessings that I have and the things and 
people I am thankful for in my life. Listed below are a few of my favorite things. 
 
In our school district I am grateful for: 
ωA tremendous staff who works hard together every day to help students 
achieve academic excellence 
ωA school board and staff who has developed a balanced program between 
academics, athletics, and fine arts 
ωA staff who continues to make sure that our students perform extremely well 
on Kansas State Assessments as well as in many other areas 
ωA staff who cares for our students by helping them in ways which are often 
never noticed by others 
ωOutstanding students who by in large every day work hard in school 
ωThe άƘǳƎŜέ percentage of students who participate in both athletics and fine 
arts 
ωSupportive parents and a community who shows the biggest fan base at almost 
any activity compared to most other school districts 
 
In our community and country I am thankful for: 
ωThose who have fought and died to preserve freedom in our great country ς 
THANK YOU VETERANS! 

ωThe right to vote in free elections 
ωThe opportunities that I have had in the United States of America 
ωThe community of Meade which has been a wonderful place to raise a family 
ωA church family and friends who show constant care and concern 
ωYouth programs that have helped develop outstanding young people from 
Meade 
ωThose people who work continuously to make Meade a better place to live (You 
know who you are!) 
 
In my life and in my family I am blessed to: 
ωHave a wonderful wife who has been by my side for almost 30 years 
ωHave 5 healthy girls and a terrific son-in-law who have all brought joy and love 
to our home 
ωHave the daily provisions of life and a whole lot more 

ωHave a mom who raised 6 children after my dad died when I was 10 

ωHave people in Meade who have touched my life in more ways than I can count 
ωHave a faith which has sustained me since I was a young 
ωHave the abilities and talents that God has given me to use 
 
It is often said that Christmas is a time for joy. Joy comes from the blessings we 
have as well as the true meaning of Christmas. Take time during the holidays to 
be grateful for all the blessings that bring joy to your life. 

Find Time for Family 
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PrimeTime  ...With Mr. P  

Humorous Retirement Quotes 
 

Is your teacher someone who appreciates humor and loves to joke around?  

Then you could probably bid goodbye to his teaching career with these funny 

retirement quotes. 

 

ÅTeaching is the greatest act of optimism. ï Colleen Wilcox 

ÅSuccessful teachers are effective in spite of the psychological theories they 

suffer under.  -- Unknown 

ÅThere are three things to remember when teaching:  know your stuff, know 

whom you are stuffing, and then stuff them elegantly. ï Lola May 

ÅRetirement:  ñItôs nice to get out of the rat race, but you have to learn to get 

along with less cheese.ò ï Gene Perret 

ÅA professor is one who talks in someone elseôs sleep. ï W.H. Auden 

ÅOld teachers never die; they just grade away. ï Anonymous 

ÅThe splendid thing about education is that everyone wants it.  Like influenza, 

you can give it away without losing any of it yourself. ï Evelyn Waugh 

ÅIt is time I stepped aside for a less experienced and less able man. ï Scott 

Elledge 

ÅI have never liked working.  To me a job is an invasion of privacy. ï Danny 

McGorty 

ÅThe challenge of retirement is how to spend time without spending money. ï 

Anonymous 

ÅIôm not just retiring from the company;  Iôm also retiring from my stress, my 

commute, my alarm clock, and my iron. ï Harman Jule 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

During a routine visit to my family doctor, I asked him, ñHow do you determine 

whether or not a retiree should be put into an old folkôs home?ò 

 

ñWell,ò he replied, ñwe fill up a bathtub with water, and then we offer a teacup, a 

teaspoon, and a bucket to the retiree and ask him or her to empty the bathtub.ò 

 

ñOh, I get it,ò I said.  ñA normal person would use the bucket because itôs a lot 

bigger than the teacup or the spoon.ò 

 

ñNope,ò he said.  ñA normal person would pull the plug.  Would you like a bed 

near the window or the door?ò 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

My new answering machine message: 

 

ñI am not available right now, but Thank You for caring enough to call.  I am 

making some changes in my life.  Please leave a message after the Beep.  If I 

do not return your call, you are one of the changes.ò 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Frustration is trying to find your glasses without your glasses. 

 

I was always taught to respect my elders, but it keeps getting harder to find one. 

 

The irony of life is that, by the time youôre old enough to know your way around, 

youôre not going anywhere. 

 

Did you know we old folks are worth a fortune? 

We have silver in our hair, gold in our teeth, stones in our kidneys,  lead in our 

feet, and gas in our stomachs. 

Why humor regarding retirement? 
 
Just wanted to confirm the rumors going around town.  Yes, I have announced 

my retirement effective at the end of the current school year.  I appreciate the 

support for these past 11 years and understand that not all of my decisions 

have been popular, but I believe that they have been fair.  Of course I believe 

they were fair ï they were my decisions. 

 

Q:  Is there something that I would like to have said in the past 40 years that I 

didnôt have the courage to say? 

A:  Nope!  I have not been known for my tact. 

 

Q:  Is there something I wish that I would have done? 

A:  Absolutely, I wish that I could have accomplished all the goals I set out to 

do in my first year of instruction. 

 

Q:  What do I plan on doing in retirement? 

A:  No idea, I will have to re-invent myself in the next few years. 

 

Q:  Is Rita ready for me to retire? 

A:  Sheôs just ready for me to do something, anything! 

 

Q:  Will we stay in Meade? 

A:  Probably not in body, but always in spirit.  We have grandchildren we need 

to spoil in other parts of the country. 

 

Q:  Will Rita, my better half, continue to work at the Lone Tree? 

A:  I hope so.  If not at the Lone Tree then somewhere else, at least for four 

years.  She always brags about being younger then me so she needs to catch 

up. 

 

Q:  Who will I miss the most from USD #226? 

A:  Not a fair question.  All those that had the courage to disagree with me, in 

a professional manner that is.  Also those willing to put up with my constant 

need for change. 

 

Q:  What part will I have in naming a replacement? 

A:  None, I hope not.  The Board of Education has a plan and a direction. 

 

Q:  Any final words of wisdom? 

A:  Not yet, but Iôm sure that I will say something that can be misconstrued or 

is unfortunate before I leave. 

òWRITE THIS DOWNó 
The 2012 MHS Yearbook is now for sale  

through the Jostens website at: 

www.jostens.com 

Take advantage of the early bird special of $30.00 per yearbook if 

ordered online before January 30th, 2012.   

After this date, each yearbook will be $35.00. 

Want Ads 

Meade USD # 226 is taking  applications  for  Substitute Bus Drivers .  
Applications  may be picked up and returned  to the Meade District  
Office. Applications  are also available  online at  www.usd226.org.  All  
applicants  are subject to a background  check and must meet all  
licensing requirements. Equal Opportunity  Employer. For information  
call 620-873-2081. Ask for  Kenneth Harshberger, Superintendent.  

http://www.jostens.com/
http://www.usd226.org/
http://www.usd226.org/
http://www.usd226.org/
http://www.usd226.org/
http://www.usd226.org/
http://www.usd226.org/
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Principally Speakingé 
 

Mr.  

Johnson  

MTSS: Why Reading? 
 
During our process of making MTSS a reality, we have been asked many times why 
we are implementing MTSS for reading and not math. Well,  there is a very simple 
answer with a complicated explanation. 
 
Answer: Currently around 40-50% of the state assessment is defined as problem 
solving in which students need reading skills to decipher the question and 
understand what it is asking. 
 
Complicated Explanation: Math skills are important to us and they are being very 
well executed within our curriculum on a daily basis, but we are held to a scoring 
standard on the Math State Assessment each year and it is growing. If the Math, 
Social Studies, and Science state assessments were only about the information and 
problems then we would need a more comprehensive plan in place for preparing 
our students. The problem is that the tests are written on grade level and hence the 
students are needing reading skills on grade level to be able to comprehend the 
question being asked. Therefore, we have put in place a comprehensive reading 
improvement plan from PreK-8th grade to ensure our students have the skills and 
strategies to decode the text and be able to answer the questions properly. 
 
Cancellation Notifications: 
With the winter season quickly approaching, we at MES/MJH would like to 

Meade 
Buffaloes 

High School Basketball 
Fri. Dec. 2 
Mon. Dec. 5 
Tue. Dec. 6 
Dec. 8-10 
Tue. Dec. 13 
Fri. Jan. 6 
Tue. Jan. 10 
Fri. Jan. 13 
Jan. 16-17 
Jan. 20-22 
Tue. Jan. 24 
Sat. Jan. 28 
Fri. Feb. 3 
Tue. Feb. 7 
Fri. Feb. 10 
Tue. Feb. 14 
Fri. Feb. 17 
Tue. Feb. 21 
Fri. Feb. 24 
Feb. 27-Mar. 3 
Mar. 7-10 

Elkhart 
Cimarron 
Tournament 
Tournament 
Cimarron 
Lakin 
SW Heights 
Satanta 
HPL Tourney 
HPL Tourney 
Sublette 
Guymon 
Wichita Co. 
Bucklin 
Minneola 
SW Heights 
Stanton Co. 
Spearville 
Syracuse 
Sub-State 
State Tourney 

@ Elkhart 
@ Cimarron (Boys) 
@ Cimarron (Girls) 
@ Cimarron (BOTH) 
@ Meade 
@ Meade 
@ SWH 
@ Meade 
@ Lakin 
@ Garden City CC 
@ Sublette 
@ Meade 
@ Leoti 
@ Bucklin 
@ Meade 
@ Meade 
@ Johnson 
@ Spearville 
@ Meade 
@ TBD 
@ Manhattan 

4:45 PM 
6:15 PM 
3:00 PM 
TBD 
 4:45 PM  
 4:45 PM  
4:45 PM 
4:45 PM 
TBD 
TBD 
4:45 PM 
4:oo PM 
4:45 PM 
4:oo PM 
4:45 PM 
4:45 PM  
4:45 PM 
4:00 PM 
4:45 PM 
TBD 
TBD 

Tue. Nov. 29  
Sat. Dec. 3 
Dec. 9-10 
Tue. Jan. 10  
Sat. Jan. 14  
Tue. Jan. 17 
Fri. Jan. 20 
Mon. Jan. 23 
Sat. Feb. 4  
Thu. Feb. 9 
Feb. 17*18 
Feb. 23/24  

Elkhart Tri 
Hoxie Tourney 
Ulysses Tourney 
Larned Tri 
Walsh Tourney 
Cimarron Tri 
Cimarron Tourney 
Chapparel 
Leoti Tourney 
HPL Tourney 
Regional Tourney 
State Tourney 

@ Elkhart 
@ Hoxie 
@ Ulysses 
@ Larned 
@ Walsh, CO 
@ Cimarron 
@ Cimarron 
@ Chapparel 
@ Leoti 
@ Lakin  
@ TBD 
@ Hays 

5:00 PM 
9:00 AM 
4:00 PM 
4:00 PM 
9:00 AM 
4:00 PM 
3:00 PM 
4:30 PM 
10:00 AM 
4:00 PM 
TBD 
TBD 

High School Wrestling 

Junior High Basketball 
Thu. Nov. 15 
Thu. Nov. 17 
Sat. Nov. 19 
Mon. Nov. 21 
Sat. Dec. 3 
Mon. Dec. 5 
Thu. Dec. 8 
Mon. Dec. 12 
Mon. Dec. 15 
Thu. Jan. 5  
Sat. Jan. 7 
Mon. Jan. 9 
Thu. Jan. 12 
Mon. Jan. 16 
Thu. Jan. 29 
Web. Feb. 1 
Thu. Feb. 2 
Sat. Feb. 4 

Preseason Tourney 
Preseason Tourney 
Preseason Tourney 
Satanta 
C-Team Tourney 
Wichita County-Leoti 
Elkhart 
SWH 
Forgan, OK 
Stanton County 
B-Team Tourney 
Cimarron 
Lakin 
Syracuse 
Sublette 
HPEA Tourney 
HPEA Tourney 
HPEA Tourney 

@ Meade 
@ Sublette 
@ Sublette 
@ Satanta 
@ Meade 
@ Meade 
@ Elkhart 
@ SWH 
@ Meade 
@ Johnson 
@ Meade 
@ Cimarron 
@ Meade 
@ Meade 
@ Meade 
@ Lakin 
@ Satanta 
@ Cimarron 

4:00 PM 
4:00 PM 
10:00 AM 
5:00 PM 
9:00 AM 
5:00 PM 
5:00 PM 
5:00 PM 
5:00 PM 
5:00 PM 
9:00 AM 
5:00 PM 
5:00 PM 
5:00 PM 
5:00 PM 
10:00 AM 
1:00 PM 
1:00 PM 

2011-2012 Winter  
Athletic Schedule 

Cancellation Notifications (continued): 
make sure that we have all the correct information on file in the office to notify 
parents when changes are needing to be made. We will be updating our Alert Now 
notification system and would like to make sure we have your correct phone 
number if and when we have to cancel school or school related activities due to 
weather. 
 
Bullying Corner: The Cycle Of Pain: 
Over the past few months in the Bullying Corner, we have talked about the people 
involved with the acts of bullying that go on and how we can empower them to 
ÂÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÉÎÃÉÄÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ Á ÈÁÌÔȢ 7ÈÁÔ ×Å ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ ÔÁÌËÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÉÓ ×ÈÙ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÓ 
to happen or why sometimes the Target turns into the Bully. 
 
The cycle of pain starts with PAIN. When someone gets their feelings hurt either 
verbally, physically, or socially it creates a feeling inside them. That feeling, after 
some time, manifests itself into RAGE/DEPRESSION. Rage is one of the symptoms 
ÏÆ Á ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÈÕÒÔȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÄÅÁÌ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÅ 
building emotions to get back at the person. The other option at this point in the 
cycle is depression when their mood changes and they pull within themselves. The 
final part of the cycle is REVENGE/SUICIDE. We take this part seriously because of 
the ramifications that this last part of the cycle has on other people. When students 
take revenge or their own life they are continuing the cycle of pain and transferring 
their pain onto other people to perpetuate the cycle more and more.  
 
We as a society, community, and school need to find a way to communicate with 
our students prior to the REVENGE/SUICIDE stage and preferably right after the 
PAIN stage. If we can stop the cycle of PAIN.  in one person then we can stop it for 
someone else and so on and so on and so on. 
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The Freshmen Class is partnering with the Meade Chamber of Commerce 

in selling Holiday Coupon books now through December 31.  Each coupon 

book is $20.  There are drawings at various businesses around town for 

over $600 as well as discounts at businesses that are not on the Buff card - 

i.e. $10 off a $100 purchase at Meade Thriftway.  If interested please 

contact Lori Coles or Cherie Schnelle at the high school - 873-2981.  50% 

of the profits go to the freshmen class to help with their class 

expenses.  These coupon books would make GREAT holiday stuffers! 

Be sure to purchase your  
NEW  

�0�H�D�G�H���3�7�2���´�%�X�I�I���&�D�U�G�µ��
through the Elementary School 
office.  The cost of the card is 
$20.  Participating businesses 

are listed below. 

There will be a Food Drive at Meade Elementary/Junior High School and at Meade 

High School during the week of December 5-9.   

 

Each elementary/junior high class will be competing for a pizza lunch for the class 

with the most food donated.  These classes should bring the food items to their 

classrooms. Some needed items include canned meat and fruit, box dinners, peanut 

butter, flour, sugar, cereal, and paper products.   

 

For questions, please contact Brenda Reimer at MES/MJH or Jessica Spare at MHS. 

School Closing Information 
As winter approaches there are times that school has to be delayed or 
closed for weather-related reasons.  When this happens, it  is 
important that parents be aware of  all the ways the district tries to 
communicate announcements.  This year the Meade District  will  use 
the Alert  Now system to help notify parents.  This system will  send a 
voice and/or email message about weather-related announcements.  
This system is NOT foolproof and may miss someone who has 
changed phone numbers, email addresses, or simply is not contacted 
for a variety of  other reasons. 
 
Meade Schools will  also post announcements on the district website 
as soon as possible at www.usd226.org.  In addition, the following 
television and radio stations will  be contacted.  Please remember 
when bad weather approaches to always use one or more of  these 
communication tools to get the latest announcements. 
 
TV Stations    Radio Stations 
KBSC �² Channel 6  1370 AM, 93.9 FM 
KUPK �² Channel 13  95.5 FM, 96.3 FM 
KSNG �² Channel 11  1030 AM, Q97 FM 
   98.1 FM, 94.5 FM 
   99 FM, 99.1 FM 
   103.9 FM, Z92 FM 
   K101 FM 

Yearbooks for Sale! 
Previous yearsô yearbooks are being sold at the Meade High School office 

and the Meade Elementary/Junior High office. Yearbooks from 2010 and 

2011 from the Elementary are $10.00 and 2010 and 2011 yearbooks from 

high schoolsô are $30.00.  Older yearbooks are only $1.00! 

End of Semester:  
December 21, 2011  
KSHSAA  
Non Practice Dates  
December 23 -27,2011  

NO SCHOOL  
December 22, 2011  

Through  
January 2, 2012  
Christmas Break  

FOOD DRIVE MHS Scholarôs Bowl Team 

Brings Home First Place Finish 

From Rolla 

BUFF CARDS are still available! 
Contact the MES/MJH 

office to purchase yours! 


